BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
short Greek inscription, taken from the New Testament, Nue
vap epxerai, being the first words of our SAVIOUR'S solemn
admonition to the improvement of that time which is
allowed us to prepare for eternity: 'the night cometh, when
no man can work.' He sometime afterwards laid aside this
dial-plate; and when I asked him the reason, he said, 'It
might do very well upon a clock which a man keeps in his
closet; but to have it upon his watch which he carries about
with him, and which is often looked at by others, might be
censured as ostentatious.'
Upon his arrival in London in May, he surprized me one
morning with a visit at my lodgings in Half-Moon-street,
was quite satisfied with my explanation, and was in the kind-
est and most agreeable frame of mind. As he had objected to
a part of one of his letters being published, I thought it right
to take this opportunity of asking him explicitly whether it
would be improper to publish his letters after his death. His
answer was, *Nay, Sir, when I am dead, you may do as you
will' '
He talked in his usual style with a rough contempt of
popular liberty. They make a rout about universal liberty,
without considering that all that is to be valued, or indeed
can be enjoyed by individuals, is private liberty. Political
liberty is good only so far as it produces private liberty.
Now, Sir, there is the liberty of the press, which you know is a
constant topick. Suppose you and I and two hundred more
were restrained from printing our thoughts: what then?
What proportion would that restraint upon us bear to the
private happiness of the nation?*
Soon afterwards, he supped at the Grown and Anchor
tavern, in the Strand, with a company whom I collected to
meet him. He was this evening in remarkable vigour of mind,
and eager to exert himself in conversation, which he did with
great readiness and fluency.
Swift having been mentioned, Johnson, as usual, treated
him with little respect as an authour. Some of us endeavoured
to support the Dean of St Patrick's by various arguments.
One in particular praised his Conduct of the Allies. JOHN-
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